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The Wealth, Power and Strength, that the Hollanders and | 
other Nations gain, by Fiſhing on the Coaſts and Seas of 


Ahſtra(led out of the Writings of Sir John Burroughs, Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh , and ſome other Great Authors, who have treated | 
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Hat a well-eſtabliſhed E/hery in England, would be of 
vaſt advantage to his Majeſty and Subjects, in the 
produce of Wealth and Honour, increaſe of Shipping 
and Seamen, and the only effectual Means for em- 
ploying all ſorts of poor 1 , admits of no ContradiQtion, 
ſince 'tis evident, that our Neighbours, by their Induſtry , are 
chiefly beholding to the Practice thereof in the Briti/h Seas, for 
their extraordinary Riſe and Greatneſs. This is not 
mentioned to reproach them, but our ſelves, that we do not more 
effectually endeavour to partake with them in ſo great a Bleſſing, 
which Providence has thrown at our Doors. But the Advantages 
of ſuch a Fiſhery, having been the Subject of many Diſcourſes, I 
have not here added any Notion of my own, but ſtrictly confin'd 
my ſelf to a brief Collection, (viz.) | 


I. To ſhew what Advantages have been made by filhing in the 
Britiſh Seas. | 


Il. What E ncouragements have been green to Perſons, who have 
beretofore. engaged in ſeiting up the Fiſhery-Trade in Eng- 
land. And, 


III. Some Account of the Proceedings that the Company of the 
Royal Fiſhery have made for eflabliſhing the ſame; and of the 


pPereſent Poſture of their Affairs. An; 
| Fe Sir John Burroughs, who was Keeper of the Records in 
I the Tower of London, in his Treatife, written Anno 1633. Enti- 

tuled, The Sovereignty of the Britiſh Seas, tells us, That 
The Coaſts of Great Britain yield a continual Sea-Harveſt of 
Gain and Profit to ſuch as apply themſelves to Fiſhing, where ſuch 
infinite Shoals of Fiſhare offer d to the Takers, as may juſtly move 
admiration, not only to Strangers, but to thoſe that be employ'd 
among them; and that he might the better ſer forth the infinite 
Gain which Foreigners make of the wonderful Affluence of Fiſh 
_ fivimming and taken in the Engliſh Seas, he more particularly 
inſiſts upon the Fiſhing of the * on our Coaſts, plainly 
2 fy emon - 


demonſtrating how, by this Means principally, that Nation hag 
increaſed, | 

1. In Shipping. 

2. In Mariners. * 

3. In Trade and Fortifications. 

4. In Power abroad. | 

5. In Publick Revenue. 

6. In Private Wealth. And, 12 
7. In all manner of Proviſions and Stores. 


1 Ancreat ot Shipping. 


Beſide 3000 Sail of Ships and Boats, with which the Hollanders 
fiſh upon their own Coaſts, by which they maintain and ſet on 
work at leaſt forty thouſand Perſons; they have alſo ſixteen hun- 
dred Dogger and Well-Boats, c. which altogether fiſh upon the 
Coaſts of England and Scotland, for Cod and Ling only, which 
maintain and employ at leaſt forty thouſand Perſons, and ſixteen 
hundred Buſſes at the leaſt, ffhing from Bougbonnes in Scotland, 
to the Mouth of the Thames, every one 'of theſe making work. 
for three other Ships: The total Number of Buſſes and Ships 
plying the Herring Fare is 6400, and every Buſs one with ano- 
ther imployeth 40 Marriners and Fifhermen, and the reſt ten 
Men a piece, which amounteth to one hundred and 'twelve thou- 
ſand Fiſhers and Marriners ; all which maintain Double if not 
Treble ſo many Tradeſmen, Women and Children at Land. So 
that the Hollanders having at leaſt 6800 Ships maintain'd only, 
by the Seas of Great Britain; by which means, altho' containing 
not above 28 Miles in length, and 3 in breadth, have inereaſed 
the Number of their Shipping to at leaſt 10000 Sail. 8 
Beſide thoſe in Holland, if you add thoſe from Lubeck, Hun- 
bourgh, Embden, Bremer, Biſcay, Portugal, Spain and France, which 
for the moſt part fiſh. on our Seas, it will appear that 10000 Sail 
of Foreign Veſſels are maintain'd by Fiſhing on our Coaſts. 


11. Increat of Wartiners, 


The Number of Ships fiſhing on our Coaſts being 6800, as 
aforeſaid, if we allow but 20 Perſons to every Ship one with an- 
ether, the Total of Marriners and Flſhermen amounts to 13 6000, 
out of which Number they datly furniſh their long Wan 
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Parts of the World, and from thetice their great Navigators have 
11. Increate of Trade, 
By Reaſon of thoſe multitudes of Ships and Marrinets, they 
have extended their Trade to all Parts of the World, exporting 
for the moſt part in all their Voyages, our Herring and other Fiſh 


for the maintenance of the ſame; in exchange whereof, they re- 
turn the Commodities of other Countries: And by this their large 


extent of Trade, they are become, as it were, Citizens of the 
whole World, whereby they have ſo inlarged their Towns, that 
moſt of them within theſe 400 Years, are full as great again as 
they were before; and all-originally flowing from the bounty of 


the Seas. 


IV. Increate of Power Abꝛoad. 


Such then being the Number of their Ships and Marriners, and 
io great their Trade, occafion'd principally by their Fiſhing, they 


have notonly ſtrengthened and fortified themſelves at Home, but 


have likewiſe ſtretched their Power into the Eaſt and Weſt-lndies, 


where the Kings and People are at their Devotion. 


V. Increaſe of Publick Revenue, . - 


Ho mightily the Publick Revenue and Cuſtoms of that State 
are increaſed by their-Fiſhing , may appear, in that above 30 


'Years ſince over and above the Cuſtom of other Merchandize, 


States for Cuſtom of Herring and other Salt. Fiſn, above 300007. 


in one Year, beſide the tenth Fiſh and Waftage. 
VI. Increaſe of private Wealth: h 
Af we conſider the abundant Store of Hersings-a 


multitude of Tradeſmen and Artificers that by their 'Fiſhing are 


daily ſet at work, we muſt needs conclude, that the Gain there- 


of made by private Men, muſt be exceeding great, as by ob- 
ſerving the Particulars following will plainly: appear. N J 


U- 
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by them taken, and the uſual Prices they are ſold for, and the 
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During the War between Spain and Holland, the Dunkirkers 
by taking, ſpoiling and burning the Buſſes of Holland, inforced 
them to compound to fiſh in quiet for one Year , and a Record 
being kept of the ſeveral Laſts of Herrings taken that Lear, it 
appear d that in fix Months, there was taken 300000 Laſts, which 
at 12 J. per Laſt, amounteth to three Millions, fix hundred 
thouſand Pounds, and at 20, or 30 Pound per Laſt (which 
they are ordinarily ſold for, and tranſported into other Countries) 
it comes to at leaſt five Millions; whereunto if we add the 
Herrings taken-by other Nations, together with the Cod, Ling and 
Hake, &c. upon the Briti/h Seas all the Year long, the Total will 


evidently ariſe to above ten Millions. 


vn. Increaſe of Pzoviſions. 


It is manifeſt, that Holland only affording it ſelf ſome few 
Hops, Madder, Butter and Cheeſe, yet aboundeth (by reaſon 
of this Art of Fiſhing) in plentiful manner , with all kind of 


. Proviſions for Life, Luxury and Defence, which they have not 
only in competent Proportions for. their own uſe, but likewiſe to 
 1upply their Neighbouring Countries. 


All theſe Premiſes confider'd, it maketh much to the Ignominy 
and Shame of our Engliſh Nation , that God and Nature offer- 
ing us ſo great a Treaſure even at our own Doors, we do not- 
withſtanding neglect the Benefit thereof, and by paying Money 


to Strangers for the Fiſh of our own Seas, impoveriſn our ſelves 
to make them rich; inſomuch that for want of Induſtry and 


Care in this particular, two hundred twenty five. Fiſher Towns 


are decayed and reduced to extream Poverty; whereas, on the 


contrary, by diligently making uſe of 'fo great a Bleſſing, we 
might in a ſhort time regain thoſe decay'd Towns, and add Ho- 
nour, Strength and Riches ro our King and Country , which how 
eaſily may de done, will appear by ſome Obſervations follow- 


ing, via. 


By erecting Two Hundred and Fifty Buſſes, of reaſonable 
= and Bigneſs, at the Charge of the Publick , there 


will Employment made for one thouſand Ships, and 
at leaſt ten thouſand Fiſhermen and Marriners at Sea; conſe- 


x . for as many Tradeſmen and Labourers at Land. The 


errings taken by theſe Buſſes will afford his Majeſty 2 
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thirty thouſand Pounds yearly for Cuſtom of Commodities re- 


turned inward. We have Timber ſufficient, Victuals in great 
lenty: Our Shoars and Harbours are near the Places where the 


iſh do haunt, that in ſtreſs of Weather we may bring our Fiſh 
to Land to ſalt and pack, and from ſome Parts be at our Markets 


abroad, before the Dutch can arrive in Holland; and have Means 
to tranſport our Fiſh into ſome Northern Countries, where the 
 Hollanders ſeldom or never come. And ſince by Care and In- 
- duftry we gain'd the manufacturing of Wooll from the Hem- 
inge, doubtleſs, by the ſame Means, we may alſo grow expert 
in Fiſhing, and make it a Staple Commodity of our own. Bur 
this we ſhall the better and ſooner do, if we reform certain 
Wants and Abuſes, which hitherto have hindred us from effeQ- 
ing that good and great Work, whereof theſe that follow are 
none of the leaſt, viz. „ | 


I. General Liberty of eating Fleſh, contrary to old Cuſtoms, 
and the Statute Laws provided for Fiſh- Days. 


If. Want of Order and Diſcretion in our Fiſhing ; every Man 
being left to himſelf, and permitted to fiſh as it beſt pleaſes him: 
Whereas among the Hollanders two of the beſt experienced 


- 


Fiſhermen are appointed to guide the reſt of the Fleet. 


III. The Hollanders ſet forth with their Buſſes in June to find 
the Shoal of Fiſh, and having found them, dwell among them 
till November ; whereas we (having no Rule or Government a- 
mong us) ſtay till the Herrings come to our Road-ſteads, and 
many times ſuffer them to paſs by, ere we look out. 8 


W. The Holland Doggers „Oc. are ſtrong and able to brook 
the Seas in foul Weather, whereas our Cobles and Boats being 
thin ſided, are eaſily ſwallowed up by a rough Sea. 


V. The Hollanders are induſtrious, and no ſooner diſcharged 
of their Loading, but preſently put to Sea again; whereas our 
Englifh (not being under Regulation) after they have been at 
Sea, ſeldom return again, until the Money for the Fiſh be ſpent; 
and they in debt. And this Author concludes. my 


VI. Laſt- 
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VI. Laftly, That ſeeing. the King of Exgland (by imme: 
morable Preſcription, continual Uſage and Poſſeſſion, the acknoyy-.. 
ledement of all Neighbouring States and Mubicipal. Laws of the. 
Kingdom) hath ever, held the 7 8 Eordihip.*of the Seas. 
1 of England; unto whom by reaſdn of his. Sovereignty the Su: 
pream Command and Juriſdiction over the filning in. the f Ie, 
. rightly appeftaineth : Oar alſo the Natural Seite of 
. thoſe our Seas, c. it cannot be doubted but his Majeſty, by the 
Induſtry of his faithful Subjects and People, may eaſily, wich- 
out Injuſtice to any Prince or Perſon whatſoever , be made the 
| greatelf Monarch for Command and Wealth, and his People the, 
moſt opulent and flouriſhing Nation in the World. Therefore the 
Sovereignty. of the Seas being the moſt precious Jewel of his 
* Majeſty's Crown, and ( next under God) of our Wealth and 
' Safety, all true Engliſh Hearts and Hands are bound by all poſſible 
Means and Diligence, to preſerve and maintain the ſame, even 
with the utmoſt of their Lives, their Goods and Fortunes. 


Thus much out of that incomparable Treatiſe, on that 
Head; WA: V 


| The ineftimable Riches and Commodities uf the Eritiſn San. 


But Secondly, Sir Walter Raleigh in his Obſervations, touching 
Trade and Commerce with the Hollanders and other Nations, 
which be preſented to King Zames, Page 30. aſſerts, That our Sea 

and Land Commodities, enrich and ſtrengthen other Countries a- 
gainſt our own; and, that in the great Sea huſineſs of Fiſhing, 
the Ho/landers employ near twenty thouſand Ships and Veſſels, 
and four hundred thouſand People, upon the Coaſts of England, 
Scotland and Ireland, and are enabled, and do build one thouſand: 
Ships and Veſſels yearly, having not one Timber Tree growing in 
their own Country, nor home bred Commodities to lade one hun- 
dxed Ships; and yet they have twenty thouſand Ships and Veſſels, 
5 and all employ c.. iasleq 1d rb d 111 10 
F That by twenty Buſſes are ſet on work eight thouſand Perſons 
} by Sea and Land, and an increaſe of about one thouſand Marri- 
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That the mighty huge Fiſhing that ever could be heard of in 


the World, is on the Coaſts of Eng/and, Scotland and Ireland; but 


the great Fiſhery (or Practice thereof) is in the 3 | 
1 


and other petty States, wherewith they ſerve themſelves and all 
Chriſtendom. - And by the buſineſs of Fiſhing, the Hollanders gain 
ten Millions of profit per Annum, Sterling 
That the main bulk or maſs of Herrings, from whence they 
raiſe ſo many millions Yearly, proceedeth from our Seas, and the 


return-of Commodities for them, are ſo great, as to require alarge 


Diſcourſe 28 and all the amends they make us, is, they beat 
LI | 


us out of Trade in all Parts with our own Commodities. 
IS ou : 


- Thirdly, In like manner, Doctor War/on who was Secretary 
to the Lords of his Majeſty's. Council for Plantations and Trade, 


after he had ſpent much time and great Sums of Money in Hol. 


land, for gaining Experience in the 


| iſhery, in his Propoſals to 
King Charles II. P. 38. ſets forth, e 


That the valuation of the Herring · Fiſnery amounts to more; 


than either the whole Manufactures and Commodities of England 
apart, or of France apart; and conſequently to more than the 


whole Plate and annual Production of Spain conſider d apart. 


Therefore the Fiſhing being added to all the reſt of the Manu- 
faQtures and Eaſt-India Trade of Holland, doth unavoidably caſt a 
ſuper Ballance upon Holland, more than upon any State of Europe 
beſides, even near to double; and by that Means a ſuper Ballance 
of Stock and Strength alſo at Sea proportionably. And, 


That the Fiſhing: Trade is the very Goal or Pre of Trade, 


and the Dominion of the Sea, and whoſoever gains that Trade 


| fingly, makes himſelf Maſter of both theſe: He adds further, 
That if we ſhall wholly relinquiſh the Fiſhing to the Hollanders, 
with all the gain and advantage of it, we muſt relinquiſh to them 
"of ary not the Superiority of Trade only, but of Power at 
5 a al d. | = WY are On "uk 5 41 ETD , 5 — 
The Fiſhery hath for many Years been made the very Intereſt 


2 the Neth erland 2 State, wit out which, \'tis impoſſible it ever 


ſhould uphold the greatneſs. of their Power and Trade; and ſuch 
an Intereſt, as they will neyer ſuffer themſelves to be treated: or 
beaten out of, by prudence; or force; ſo neither will they fuffer 
any to ſhare with them in it, if they poſſibly can hinder or avoid 
it; conſequently they will bend the chief of their Policy and Coun- 
cils, to diſcourage any that ſhall — it, tho* with never fo 
„„ | much 
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much loſs to themſelves for a ſeaſon. And for theſe Neafens 
there can be no rational Grounds to expect, that the Fiſhery ſhould: 
increaſe with any ſucceſs in theſe Kingdoms, but rather meet with 
many Diſcouragements and Affronts to hinder it, unleſs the Ex- 
na od ſignal Authority of King and Parliament, not barely 
aſſiſt and countenance, but alſo ſtrenuouſly proteQ it. 

Taat our Miſcarriages conſtantly in it, proceed from a general 
Indiſpoſition and deſpondency upon the Nation, any more to ad- 
venture upon it, having entertain'd a certain perſwaſion thro? our 
| — in it, that our Nation has not a Genius for it; that 
there is a Myſtery in it, tho the Dutch do, we cannot underſtand 

Whereas, indeed the proper Cauſes of all our Miſcarriages, 
have (as I humbly . rather produced from the fol. 


lowing Reaſons, viz. 


.) The Dutch have better Conveniences for proſecuting the 
ſaid Fiſhery, than we can poffibly have, if we make London the 
principal Staple for the Fiſhery Trade (as hitherto we have done) - 

and bring the Fiſh that's caught every where in England, into the 

Thames to be ſhip'd off. 2 obs ie AL. 


(2) For as much as the Hollanders have now for a whole Ape, 
been Maſters of the Fiſhery, and preſent Method of it, and poſ: 
leſſed of ſuch a vaſt Stock of Buſſes, Netts, and all manner of 
Proviſions, which no other Nation hath, or in a little time can 
be able to compaſs; they muſt of neceſſity be in a capacity of 


husbanding it, in a far greater Degree of advantage, than is poſh- 
ble for any other Nation to do, who ſhall endeavour to imitate 
them in the preſent way of ordering it. 


But Fourthly, To theſe let us add Tarington's Account, in his 
Treatiſe, entituled, Exgland 's Improvement by Sea and Land, evin- 
nr ebb nt, 
That fo prodigiouſſy rich is the Fifhery Trade, and fo plainly. 
the Right of the King of England, that with good reafon our 
Negligence is taken Notice of by all Europe, and our Prudence 
queſtion d, that we keep ſo little a ſhare in it as we do, and let. 
our Neighbours grow great and haughty by the peaceable En- 
Joyment of that confiderable Trade. 


* 
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our former Princes ever ſuffered a Foreign Buſs to viſit the Engliſh 
Coaſts: : This only Trade having been the occaſion of their preſent 
 Greatnefs, and given them mighty Numbers of Seamen, . vaſt 
| Fleets of Ships, and the Foundation of all their other Trades; 
e ſweetneſs whereof (they think) ſo much deſerves their Care, 
hat ſometimes 40 Placaets are made in one Year by the States, 
for the regular and well ordering thereof. 


Expence, fo as that we can never keep pace with the Dutch in 
that Trade, having neither Stores of Timber, Nets or Tackle of 
any kind, but at much greater Rates than the Dutch pay for 

them, nor Salt - works applicable to, or convenient for the Fiſhery, 
nor Cut, Channel, or Dock, for Security of Boats when brought 
into Harbour, but muſt lye at Anchor and Cable, continually 
img Wind and Tides, and the Expence of Mens Wages to 
watch them. _ | a.” 15 


Fitthly, And what Sir Roger LEſtrange mentions upon this 
Subject, deſerves no leſs Conſideration than the former: His Ar- 
guments are to this Effect, viz. ee e en ee en 


That the Fiſhery lying ſo fair for us, and being ſo ble, 
tis our own Faults we do not improve it to the greateſt temporal 
Bleſſing ( perchance ) that Providence ever beſtowed upon any 

People; and, if it were encoutaged and well eſtabliſhed, would 
ove the foundation of an ample and laſting Revenue to the 
own, and of Wealth and Proſperity to the Nation, and be 
of more value to us than both the Indies; would eaſe the King- 
dom atleaſt: zooooo Pound per Annum in the very Tax to the 
Poor; by imploy ing all ſorts of People, more than in any Trade 
whatſoever ( the cloathing excepted ) yet ſhould it turn to Loſs, 
and all theſe Millions thrown into the Sea again ( as the Caſe 
ſtands) ãt is of abſolute! Neceſlity; for the Safety and Wellbeing 
both of King and People, irſhould be eſtabliſhed ;. for (humanly 
n long ſubſiſt without it; which is the 
dmmon Nurſery for Seamen, and Support of our Navigation, 
Without which vvelare loft. vo 0 LITE {ef TOTOETEN BE - BY an! 
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Many more conſiderable Authors who: have treated on 
ii. Subject, migli be quoted, ſor illaftrating 
31210 ite great Advantages | of this Trade, which for Bre- 
": . .vities ſake, I muſt omit; and therefofe t conclude this 
UNlead, ſhall recite a few Paragraphs out of that uſeful 
and ingenious Book of Dr. Davenant's, Entituled, Dis 
\  ſcourſes on the Revenues and T age of England. 


Part II. who with as much Truth as Elogaence, tells 
fg 35 06:80 thee Bffeft. 2c if dont wo ahd FP 


That the Recovery of the Fiſhing Trade for Herrings , Cc. 
upon our own Coaſts; would be of greater Advantage, than the 
Mines of Pezofr ate to Spain; and las all along been a moſt 
unaccountahle Negligence in the People of England ) that we 
have not made ſome effectual Endeavouis q to ſhare witli our 
Neighbours in that immenſe Treaſure, with which Nature has 
enriched our Coaſt. Ds 1052115 doit; 


That tis apparent to any who bath enquired into the Nature of 
the Hallanders Trade, that the Fiſbery is the Foundation of all 
their Wealth, and thoſe great Advantages are miade on our Goaſts, 
where they never fiſhed without Licenſe, until the latter end o 
King James the Firſts Reign, but are ſo far from asking that 
now, that they will not ſuffer Engliſh Veſſels to fiſh in quiet, when 
they come mang them. (nein) g 
Derr „et ii How his bogrtuows eu 301; ng, 318020 
That this Golden Mine of their Common Wealth (as they 
ſtile it) we have by remiſſnieſs let them gain; and now they have 
in a manner engroſſed it to themſelves; becauſe it never had any 
Encouragement from the Government here, and the want of Pub- 
ick Spirits among us, by which any great work muſt ibe brought 
an aer d 17 ee ole r) 18% Gbit? 
19001003 sabi Stenz II! 


The common Objections, that we cannot fiſni ſo cheap as the 
Hollanders, by reaſon they build cheaper, pay leſs: Wages, live at 

leſs Expences, ſo conſequently can afford the Commodity at an 
ceaſier Rate, and by that means engroſs the Market, Ic. are ſo 
fully and ſatisfactorily anſwered by this Author, that; for brevi- 
ties ſake, his Reaſonings are here omitted, : n | 
a | ut 
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"Bit fuppoſhng we could not Fiſh ſo cheap as the Durch by j 
ent; yet notwithſtanding ſuch Diſadvantage, tis high» - 
3 as well for the ſupport of Navigation, as of _ 


or 20 per 


e Fiſhery ſhould be encouraged and regaid.; for the Dur 
Trade into the Sound and Ef- Countries, Sc. for near à million 


Sterling per Ann. in Fiſh, and we import in Naval Stores from 
thoſe Parts, about 400000 J. per Ann. and ſend Mony in Specie, 


or- hy Exchange; and if we, ſhould ſend Fiſh, it would more 
equally put. the Ballance of Trade between thoſe Countries and 


us, and almoſt recompence ſuch Diſadvantage to the Body of the 
People Collectively conſider d, by the very Freight of our Ships, 


which. otherwiſe go out empty. And were the Fiſhery well 


promoted and encouraged, it might ſet England right with moſt 


ther Countries, where the Ballance is thought to lie againſt us. 
It vv ould employ our Poor, increaſe our Seamen, and (by addipg 
Jo many loſt Hands to the Publick) raiſe the price of Land. 89 
that there ſeems nothing wanting, to hing ſo-immetiſe-a Wealth 


to England, as the Herring Fiſhery would produce, but to raiſe a 

competent Stock to givè the Wh 

ich a Stock, as ma f | 
HEAD. Wen ae Meags and Materials for thoſe to pro- 
CEQ tnglr OK, WW] 0 
FF 

raridnd?'an digte ing, does de 


n * 4 LC = » 7 G ». »% 
agg FISK IH A) 


1 ide Er 
e all due Encoùragement. 


23 Ba6'oh the-other Hand: whoever confidets themarter ſeriouſly, 
canſotibut. be Opinion; That it dan have but liftle ſucceſs, un- 


leſs the gitativaduithoriti inter ere to difeœ z help and en- 


Wheels Motion at firſt: That is 
y. fit out a ſufficient, number of Veſſels to 


£nre aud pack Nhen they are 
N —.— Surely, ſo 


courage the whole Affair. For in all probability Subſcriptions, . 


ſufficient to carry on ſo great a Work, cannot be well procured, 


unleſs a Company have ſome Exiſtence in the Law, and a Conſti- 


tution by Authority of Parliament. 


And if ſuch Meaſures were taken, to ſecure this profitable 


Trade, Perſons of the primeſt Note, greateſt Intereſt, and largeſt * 


Subſtance, would crowd in to ſupport and countenance the Work, 


whole Authority and Example would keep the Shares and Actions 


from Stock-Jobbing, which is the bane of all mercantile Socie- 
e And. 
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> And yet even ſuch a Conſtitution: alone, will not be ſufficient 


7 1 ps this Affair in ſuch Motion as may continue for a long Term 
of Time.; Therefore it may be worth the conſideration of Iuch as 


Study the common Welfare, whether it may not be adviſuble 


bor the Publick by ſome Tax, to add about 30 or 100000. to 


the voluntary Subſcriptions of private Perſons ; for tis to be ap- 
prehended, that without ſuch Incouragement as a Foundation, 
private Perſons may be loath to venture much upon an Experi- 

ment, which hath hitherto frighted all our Anceſtorss. 


True it is, It may be difficult as well as expenſive at firſt, and 
upon that Account, above the Ability of particular Men, let them 
be never ſo well inclin d and deſirous to compaſs a thing that may 
be a laſting Benefit to their Country, eſpecially confidering that 
they will have to deal with Competitors,” who will uſe their ut- 
- molt Efforts, and all manner of 8 to oppoſe, 'to.-quaſk, and 


diſhearten the undertaking at the beginning, c. 


By what has been now ſaid: (altho the Authors may 

' differ in their Computations) yet they all agree in 
165i. Goncluſjon, That our Neighbours are chiefly be- 
bung to the Fiſhery in the Britiſh Sear, for their 
Mealih and Greaineſt. | Mot that they are to be 
Jamuarrelld with, but rather commended for their In- 
| 55k 5 re and we juſily reproach d, r Stoth and 
. ,4..3551 08 Igence, in nos akeng ng 7 Jus 4 Bleſſing, 
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Tome now, Sir, to my Second Head, briefly to inform yo, 


- 


what Incouragements have been ou to Perſons who 


attempted to promote and efta 


ND F ef / 
Sir William Courteen, Sir John Harriſon, Sir Paul Pindar 


and others, being excited and encouraged by King Charles the 
Firſt, aſſociated themſelves for carrying on the Fiſhery Trade, 
and thereupon in the Year 1633, bought ſeveral Doggers in Hol. 
land, and Man'd them out with Dutch Men (for then we were 
to learn again, the Art of catching and curing of Fiſh from the - 


Dutch, who formerly learnt it of the Fiſhers at Yarmouth) for 


the incouragement of which, cauſed that Lent ſhould be ſtriQly - 


obſerved ; prohibited the Importation of Foreign Fiſh, and too 


his Naval Stores from the Adventurers; who in the Year 1642, 
being ſequeſter'd, gave over the Defign, having loſt about the 
Moity of their Stock, chiefly by the Dunkirkers, who having 
then War with Holland, claim'd all they took Man'd with Dutch, +. 


ds. lawful Prize. 


The Fiſhery of the Nation from that time (for want of pub- 
lick, Encouragement,) lay under ſuſpence, until about the Year * 
16 f 4, that Sir Phineas Andrews, and ſome others engag d in it, 
and for their Incouragement, Salt ſpent in the Fiſhery was ex- - 
empted from Cuſtom and Exciſe, Collections were granted and 


made in London and other. Places, for building Wharfs, Dock 
and Store houſes ; and an exemption of Cuſtom and Exciſe for a 


Naval n as Timber, Cordage, and Heng, Sc. uſed on 
This underta oot, until the 
Year 1655, at which time 557 the diverſity and alterations in 


ſuch Occalions. king- was kept on 


Government, together with 
ing, 5 and new 
ons hel 1 


. bs then Royal Hi 8 
Uarendon, and other Perſons o 


ab the Hſbery in Eng · 


rſt, we have an Account, that the Earl of Pembroke, | 


ſuſtain'd, made them alſo de- - 


nt an were ſet on Foot, and Conſultati- 
. about reviving the ſo late expired Fiſhery. In order - 
whereunto, his ſaid Majeſty was pleaſed by Commiſſion, under 

the great Seal of Exgland in the 13th Year of his Reign, to con- 
the Dake of Tork, the Earl of 

Honour, to be a Council of the 
„ Royal 


renn ee tir I 
The Reſtoration of Ring Charles II. happening the Year follow- - 
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Royal Fiſhery of Great Britain and Ireland, of which his Majeſty - 
was pleaſed to declare, That himſelf and Succeſſors, would vouch- 


100 ö N ws concerning the-'Fiſh- 
Chat their Fiſhermen” and Marriners, Ge. Pond eee 

ery, except 
before the ſaid Council. That themſelves and Boats, whether at 


Majeſty's Service, without conſent of their Owners: Nor put on 
Nie Inquiſitions, nor made Conſtables againſt..their "Wilts; 


they ſhould thereby be much better enabled to proſecute and car- 
ry on the Fiſhing Trade; therefore humbly beſought his Majeſty 
or their greater Encouragement, to diſſolve the ſaid Commiſſion, 
. by Charrer under the 
7. . 8 ee ; I 


941 1011. 
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<9) 

Great Seal of Eng/and, in the 29th Year of his Reign, to 
Create and . Eſtabliſh his ſaid Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Tor Rt, Thomas Earl of Danby (now Duke of Leeds) and ſeveral other 


"Perſons of Honour and Intereſt therein named, and their Succeſ- 


_ - ſors, to be a Corporation or Body Politick , by the Name of 
The Company of the Royal Fiſhery of England, to have perpetual 
"Succeſſion ; with ſeveral Powers, Priviledges and Immunities 


therein mentioned, and alſo for their further Aſſiſtance and En- 


couragement, to receive the Summ of twenty Pounds per An- 
num for ſeven Years for every Dogger they then had, or 
within that time ſhould build in England, or any other his 
Majelly's Dominions, payable Quarterly out of the Cuſtoms 
within the Port of London, &c. | $ 


And this brings me to my third and laſt HEAD, 


which ſets forth ſome of the Proceedings of the ſaid Com- 
pany, Vis. ery | 


8 after they were thus eſtabliſhed, ſeveral of them, at 


ſundry times, and by ſmall Sums, paid in between 12 and 
13060 Pounds, and laid it out in buy ing, equiping, and ſetting out 
ſeveral Fiſhing Veſſels; which were employed for ſome time 
with good Succeſs, until the Dutch and the Spaniards ipgaged 
in War with France, who then ſeized the Company's Veſſels and 
EfteQts at Sea, as Dutch, (moſt of them being Dutch built, and 
Man'd with Dutchmen, for the better regaining Knowledge in that 
Art) by which Misfortune and the inconſiderableneſs of their 
Stock, and having no Reprizal of their Loſs,nor publick Aſſiſtance 
in caſe of ſuch Misfortune, their Affairs were brought to a ſtand 
for ſome time, and not thought proper to be undertaken again, 
but with a .more confiderable Stock ; which was afterwards en- 
deavourd, and accordingly agreed upon to be raiſed, to the a- 
mount of 60000 l. BITS 
But in. the interim, the Death of the Ring 
0 


happened, and the 
'Troubles that enſued thereupon, both be 


fe and fince the laſt 


Revolution, put a further ſtop to their Proceedings; until about 
four Years ſince, after great Expence of Money and loſs of time, 


in framing Rules and Methods for the better governing and man- 
aging their Affairs, Books were laid open de novo, for taking Sub- 
ſ˖criptions to the value of 300000 1. (purpoſing to be in a readi- 
neſs for an early and effeQual a upon the Fiſhing Trade, 


das 


7 A INS e 1 


| ſubſcribed upon the Terms propoſed. . 


(8) 


as ſoon as it ſhould pleaſe God to ſend a happy Pea ©) at with: 


in a ſhort time after the Books were open'd, above 150000 J. was 


But upon the calling in of Money, many of -the'Sabſtribers; 
alledging, that fo great and publick an undertaking- (wherein 
fo many former Adventurers had miſcarry'd) could not effectual- 
ly be carried on, unleſs the King and Parliament would Coun- 
tenance and Encourage the Undertaking, were, unwilling to per- 
form their Subſcriptions, until ſuch Encouragements could 
be obtain'd, as by Experience they found wanting for the Ends 


| 1 | 


evertheleſs, ſeveral of the Subſcribers, - being of Spirits more 
Intenſe for the publick good, paid down part of their Subſcriptt- 
on Money, and alfo advanced orher conſiderable Sums, for build- 
ing, rigging, and fitting to Sea ſeveral Dogger-boats, which they 
have employ'd in divers Voyages, both in the Cod and Herring 
Fiſhery ; ee the ſaid Company have gain'd ſuch confidera- 
ble practical Experience in that Art, as to hope with ſome reaſo- 
nable publick- Aſſiſtance and Encouragement , to effectuall 
Regain the Fiſhery, to the certain Benefit of this Nation, and a 
thoſe who ſhall or may be concerned therein. 
But in truth it muſt be confeſs d,; that they are unable, to 
maintain and keep the footing they have by fach Experiene 
gain'd, (in Caſe of any Misfortune at Sea or otherwiſe) nor will 
Perſons of Ability joyn with them, unleſs the Legiſlative Autho- 
ny aſſiſt and countenance the Work. They hope 15 
t cannot be thought unreaſonable therefore, to deſire pub- 
lick Incouragement, for carrying on 10 publick an undertaking, 
wherein both Prince and People are to be ſuch conſiderable Sharers 
in the Benefit. | 1235 | LENT — 
The Incouragement moſt effectual for this purpoſe, will be the 
Raiſing a Sum of Money, by ſuch Ways and Means as may be 
thought moſt meet, (independent from the Subſcriptions of pri- 
vate Perſons) to be a Fund for the Annual extraordinary Charge 
of Building Boats, Docks for ſecurity of Veſſels, Work-houſes, 
and Ware-houſes for ſetting the Poor at Work, and making of 
Salt cheap and proper in convenient Places for the Fiſhery (with- 
out which, Fiſh can neither be ſent good or cheap to Foreign 
Markets) together with ſuch further Priviledges and Advantages, 
as the ſaid Company, by Experience, have found abſolutely want- 


ing: That Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, may be encoura- 


ged 


T = 
ges to ſoyn Hearts and 

2 %%%%V 
The Methods propoſed forraifing the Fifflery of England, have 
been no leſs nutnerous, than the Authors who have treated on 
„ ͤ “ ¼ ¾U0ö% CET 
(1) The building 250 Buſſes to begin the Work, at the Ex- 
pence of the Public. Fol) 


(>) The building a” wong and large Sea City, having fit ad 


eflary Priviledges. 


(3+) A Fund or Stock, that may be annual and certain, ſettled 
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(4 By applying the Revenue of the Poor for a Term of 
Years, under ſuch a Conſtitution as the Parliament ſhall think fit; 
as a certain Fund, that would coſt the Nation nothing, and in a 


few Years, put the Poor in a capacity to maintain themſelves by - 


their own Labour; for that the Fiſhery can never be eſtabliſhed; 
vithout the cheap Labour of the Poor, nor the Poor 'employ'd; 
without an eſtabliſſid Fiſhery, ( . et 
But the Means for effecting this great Work, muſt be ſubmits 
ted to the Wiſdom of the Nation in Parliament. | 
For without ſome ſuddain Aſſiſtance from them, the ' preſent 
Company(as well as former Adventurers)will be neceſſitated whol- 


Iy to decline all further proceeding in that Affair, and then it may 


be no great Venture to prognoſticate without an Oracle, that to 
Regain and Eſtabliſn the Fiſhery in Egland, muſt (if ever) be the 
work of after Ages, fince the ſaid Company (as well as former 
Adventurers) are to be fuch unregarded ſufferers. n 
Thus Sir, have I comply d with your Commands, in collecting 
this brief Abſtract, from what has been written, by the ſeveral 
Authors herein mentioned, touching the Advantages of the-Fiſh- 
ery belonging to the Britiſß Seas: from all which it naturally fol- 
lows, -what neceſſity there is, of our ſudda in and effectual Endea- 
vours for Regaining that Art and Trade, as well as preſerving our 
Rights in the Narrow Seas, which in proceſs of Time may be ut- 
terly loſt, in as much as all Subtilty and Art has been, and is dai. 
ty uſed to diſcourage our Fiſhermen from 5 therein; and 
I think I cannot paſs by relating one remarkable inſtance tending 
thereunto, now the Subject is before me, and chat is this, 
In May, 1698, the Company of the Royal Fiſhery, deſigning 
an Early Herring Fiſhery near the Lets in Scotland, ſent one of 
their Doggers to take Salt at Rotterdam, which being 9 ved 
0 there, 


ds in making the Fiſhery great and! 
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Tad 
there.ſhe was Entred in due form: at the Cuſtot-houſe, togeth 
with ſome Lead ſhe carried inſtead of Ballaſt z in a few Days af. 
ter, the {aid Dogger was arreſted, on precence of having | 


falſe Entry, (altho ſhe had nothing on board, but the fall Taad. 


Netts, Barrels, and the Materials for Fiſhing) and detained about 
tourteen Days; in which time the Maſter and Men. were ſeveral 


times examined upon Oath, from whence they came, where, and 


to what end they were bound; then after conſiderable Expence of 


Money and trouble, ſhe was diſcharged at Rotterdum, but-with- 
out the Liberty of taking in either Salt or other Neceſſaries, and 
the Maſter ſtrictly charged to be gone with ſpeed, otherwiſe they 
. threatned to ſell the Dogger and Impriſon him; and he muſt take 


it as a great kindneſs he was ſo favonrably uſed : whereupon he 


haſtned from Rotterdam, but in his way home, was again ſtopt 


the Benefit of that Herring Seaſon, to the ruin of the 


at the Brill, and detain'd a Week longer; at laſt he was diſchar- 

ged there alſo, and then returned back to Warmouth, 2 loſt 
iſher- 

men, who were by Adventure, and above 3000. loſs to the ſaid 


Company. 


This plain and naked Story, which I find aſſerted by ten Affi 
davits of the ſaid Maſter and his Crew, is not related, to excite 


any miſunderſtandings with our Neighbours ; for as tis well ob- 


* Dominions may enjoy this rich .Gift of Nature, with mutual 
* Friendſhip and good underſtanding, there being Fiſh enough on 
<« the Britiſh Coaſts,as well as Markets abroad for them both; But 
for our better Apprehenfion, how difficult it will be to ſupport - 
and on this Affair, without the Expreſs and ſignal Counte- 
nance of the King and Parliament, by giving Sanction and Aſſi- 
ſtance to the Undertakers thereof. | 

For to diſcourage our Fiſhery on this Conſideration, would be 
all one, as to bid us quit all Trade and Navigation whatſoever, 


ſerved by a late Author on this SubjeQ, © That the People of both 


and leave our ſelves to the 1 * of all Comers: But this can 


Collection, who am, 


never be the Fate of England, ſo long as we have Engliſb Parlia- 

ments, to protect and encourage both. | 5 
What I ſhall further add now, is, only to defire you will pleaſe 

favourably to over-look the impolite Method of this precipitate 


SIR, &c. 
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